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Welcome back to Michigan!

Michigan is excited to host the next GALA annual retreat. It has been
several years since we have had a retreat in Michigan, and we are excited to come back to the mi en. This year’s retreat will be held at Bluewater Campground in Lexington, MI.
The two closest airports are Detroit, MI (DTW) and Flint, MI (FNT). Flint
is slightly closer, especially when traﬃc is factored in. Flint is the smaller
of the two airports and can be easier to get in and out of. Transportaon to the campground will not be provided, so you will want to make your own arrangements to get
back and forth from airports.
Bluewater is a beau ful campground with a beach and lakefront views of Lake Huron. The campgrounds
are beau ful to walk and handicap accessible, with sidewalks to all buildings that will be in use. There are
plenty of op ons available for lodging. There is a lodge available with individual
rooms with varying numbers of bunk beds. There are two floors, but no elevator.
If stairs are an issue, please register early to reserve a first floor room. There are
community bathrooms in the lodge. You will need to bring your own bedding,
towels and bathroom supplies. There is also an RV lot with hook-ups available.
For the more rus c camper, there are rus c cabins on the campground, also
with bunk beds, and a tent camping area. Both the RV area and the cabin/tent
area also have modern restroom facili es with showers within walking distance.
The tabernacle on the grounds is newly replaced due to storm damage several years ago. It is made of logs and is both heated and air-condi oned (in
Michigan, you never know which you may need). The lodge is heated, but no
air condi oning, and the cabins are neither heated nor air-condi oned. The
dining hall/gym is part of the lodge. Meals will be served here, and a er
hours volleyball or basketball is a possibility if people are willing to take down
and put back up tables and chairs. We have the op on for both indoor and
outdoor campfires, depending on weather.
This year we will be blessed with guest ministry from Tony and Charmaine Chvala-Smith.
Con nued on page 4
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President’s Message
Clyde Phillips‐Frey, GALA President

I read the story from Dan Gregory that appears in this edi on of
the GALA Newsle er just before I sat down to put the thoughts that
had been racing around in my head onto paper to share with anyone
that reads this edi on. I was touched by the pain, growth, love, and
hope that was expressed by Dan. In reading the story, I was
reminded of the importance of sharing our stories that is ever
present. Although we’ve expressed our stories o en enough that
they seem “old hat” to us…there will always be someone to whom
the story is new, fresh, vibrant, and may just fill a gap in their life
journey. So, keep on, keepin’ on!
Some me back, a writer for our local newspaper, the Buﬀalo
News, contacted my spouse and asked him if he would allow her to
interview him for a feature ar cle she was going to publish about
area Gay teachers. His response to her was that he would be glad to
be interviewed, however, he is a teacher, period. The fact that he is
also gay has no bearing on his teaching creden als nor his
professional status. So he is not a “gay teacher” but rather a teacher,
who happens to be gay. Unfortunately she just didn’t get the
diﬀerence; he did not do an interview.
Recently I was copied on an email request made to my spouse (if
it is sent to me, folks figure I’ll follow up and make sure he gets it
and responds) from a friend and I believe she s ll works as a teacher
in the same school system. The request was from what appears to
be another voca on of hers and it went like this:
“First, I wanted to thank you for allowing me to reach out
to you with these ques ons. I'm the Senior Writer for Mark
Barnes's website, Brilliant or Insane, and I'm eager to publish
a piece that illuminates the important role that LGBT
teachers play in our public and private schools.” [I found it
on the web: www.brilliant-insane.com]
“I'm hoping that you might be able to address that topic
for me and share a bit about your experiences, observa ons,
and hopes for the future.
I'm not quite sure what this will look like in the end, but
know that I will send you the dra and seek your
endorsement before I publish it. It's very important to me
that the piece honors who you are, what you value, and all
that you do for kids.”
Con nued on page 3
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rapport that they can have with students that
happen to be Jewish is ancillary to the fact
I recalled the local news paper writer’s request and
that they are a professional....a teacher, and
wondered to myself if the response that would be
should act, and be expected to act,
made to this request would be any diﬀerent. Had
professionally whenever they cross the
circumstances changed in the intervening me?
threshold of the front door into the school
When the second request came through, I asked
building where they find themselves
him if he’d received the email and, if so, if he’d
employed. [Note: I do not believe that anyone
responded. He asked me to respond to her and to
‘chooses’ to be LGBTQ and would not want to
indicate that with state tes ng at school, personal
mislead anyone. I needed a comparison and
health issues with a family member that lives several
that is what came to mind.]
hours away, and the every-day ac vi es of work,
So, in my opinion, those who seek out the
church, home….you get the gist…that it might be
educa on profession, work within the system
some me before he would be able to respond. I told
each and every day of their career, give
him I’d respond…be careful what you ask for:
countless hours in and out of the classroom,
“Although no one asked me (and he might
and make a financial contribu on to cover the
or might not agree) .... I have an opinion on
gap in school budge ng to help cover what
the subject.... and that is that a teacher, a
students need in the classroom to facilitate
person that has gone to school for a number
learning....those are what we have come to
of years, taken a mul tude of courses,
know as teachers...professionals that make a
performed hours of observa on in the
diﬀerence in the learning and the lives of their
classroom as well as the student-teaching
students. The rest is just icing.”
experience....should be exactly as the term
We’ve heard expressed, “It is what it is!” just as
"educator" is understood to mean in our
surely as we’ve heard, “God doesn’t make no
society....a teacher or educator or instructor; junk!” (a double nega ve, but the point is s ll made),
whatever term one chooses to iden fy those and the familiar, “I was born that way!”
that work within our public and private
Dan stated it, “This is who I am, and I am known
educa onal system(s). The posi on is one of and loved by the God who made me!”
trust and in the classroom, the person
Grab hold of hope, encourage those that need
performing the func on should act, and
encouraging, give praise to God for the lives that we
should be expected to act, in a strictly
live, express joy in our daily living, bring compassion
professional manner.
and peace wherever the need is perceived…which
Although a person who also happens to
means we need to con nually listen, look, hear, and
iden fy as LGBT should also have a greater
feel the presence of the Spirit within and throughout
sensi vity, compassion, understanding, and
our lives. We touch many lives that we may never
rapport with a diverse student popula on,
know about.
how would this be any diﬀerent from a person
in the same posi on that is say, Jewish?
Although someone may choose to be Jewish,
the sensi vity, compassion, understanding, or
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the relevant por on of the GALA Bylaws below.
Without further ado, the slate of nomina ons is:
We are excited to spend a weekend in fellowship and • President-elect (2016, becomes President without
learning from them.
further elec oning 2017-2018, and Past President
2019) Jerry Dale
As usual, the retreat will be held on Labor Day
• Vice President (2016-2017) Erin Cavanaugh
weekend, which is September 4-7, 2015. The retreat • Undersecretary for Publica ons (2016-2017) Pam
will begin on Friday evening and close up by Monday
Robison
around noon. Start saving for your retreat now! The • Member-at-large (2016-2018 - three year term)
cost will be $150 per person if reserved and paid in
Mark Davies
full by August 1, $175 if reserved and paid a er
August 1. Children 5 years of age and younger are
From the GALA Bylaws:
free. The fee structure has changed a bit due to the
"Any individual members may nominate a
fact that we need to purchase our food in advance
candidate for elec on to the Board of Directors
and pay actual food costs, so we need as stable of a
in addi on to those proposed on the Nomina ng
par cipant count as possible.
Commi ee slate. Such nomina on must have the
consent of the nominee, and iden fy the specific
The retreat registra on form is a ached to this
posi on(s) for the Nomina ng Commi ee's slate. The
newsle er and is also available online on our website. nomina on must be received by the Secretary of the
Board of Directors no later than July 1st. In this event
Please contact Erin Cavanaugh or Lisa Meyer with any ballots lis ng the Nomina ng Commi ee candidate(s)
ques ons as they are familiar with the area and
and other candidate(s) shall be prepared and
campgrounds.
distributed to the GALA members for a vote. All votes
shall be tabulated no later than seven (7) days before
the Annual Mee ng."
Board Nomina ons Are In
Thank you to the Nomina ng Commi ee for your
by Stephen Donahoe, GALA Secretary work on nomina ons this year: Kip Dawson, Cindy
Campbell, Nathan Phillips-Frey, and Lisa Meyer.
Good news—we have an excellent slate of candidates
for board posi ons to be voted on during the
Remember, anyone who would like to run for the
membership mee ng at the Labor Day Retreat! Thank GALA board needs to be a dues-paying member,
you to everyone who has stepped up to have their
which is a good reminder to pay your dues. These
name put forward.
dues and other dona ons help to make sure that
GALA can con nue the important work of reaching
While the current candidates are wonderful, we
out to LBGTQ people with the message that they are
would welcome other nomina ons from the
loved and have special gi s to share with the world.
membership. If you have nomina ons, please send
them to GALA Secretary, Stephen Donahoe
(sjydonahoe@gmail.com) no later than July 1st. See
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Daring to Live Our Stories Out Loud: Reflec ons of and even unsure of my sexuality, and felt that the
moment I cracked open the door my world might
an Openly Gay Mission Center Leader
by Dan Gregory come flooding in. Was it safe? Was it possible? Would
I be loved and accepted and able to unite my faith
The first me I came out publically was June 2, 2013. and my a rac ons? I had to start somewhere,
though, so I went for a walk with my best friend and
And it certainly wouldn’t be the last. Though my
message may not have always been as well-thought- shared the truth that I was coming to embrace: I’m
out or as eloquent as that turning point in early June, gay, and I think that’s okay. With his amazing support
and humor-filled acceptance, I found new strength to
each me I have shared that I’m gay the underlying
themes have been the same as I wrote on Facebook aﬃrm my own story. And soon I was opening up with
a few more friends, and then a few more. My inner
that a ernoon:
circle was s ll very small, but it was real, life-giving,
I have been so richly blessed with the
assurance that the God who created me also and humbling. And most of all, they respected my ups
deeply loves me. It is this steadfast assurance and downs, my need for confiden ality, to be heard,
to be carried. The vast majority of these heroes were
that has led me on a sacred journey of
recognizing and claiming my iden ty as a gay members of the church, and they assured me that
God loved me and that the community loved me, no
man. I am so grateful to belong to a church
ma er what.
and many circles of friends who love and
aﬃrm me as I am and as I may become, and I
By the me the 2010 World Conference came around,
pray for con nued grace on this journey of
I was out to my family, comfortable in my own skin,
libera on, celebra on, and aﬃrma on. It is
and passionate about the local, na onal, and church
such a powerful experience to share openly
conversa ons on LGBT rights that were swirling.
and honestly, “This is who I am, this is how
Serving in an oﬃcial capacity with the church, it was
God made me, as gay, known, and loved!”
very diﬃcult to remain publically neutral, especially
because I (rightly or wrongly) didn’t want to be
For me, the radical love and welcome of God has
been my constant through the thrills and pains, lost
perceived as swaying outcomes. When the Iowa
friendships and unexpected connec ons, nerves and Supreme Court made our state the fourth in the
freedoms that have been my journey. Sharing our
na on with equal marriage, I had to absorb
stories isn’t always easy, but it is essen al, for in
comments from some in our Mission Center that
storytelling we not only communicate our truths to
disparaged the idea, including one that quietly but
others, but more deeply to ourselves. My story has
forcefully shared that “we should drive every f*ggot
been powerfully blessed by the surrounding arms of from the state by any means necessary.” Such
this community that I hold so dear, and that I pray
comments obviously hurt deeply, but they were
will con nue to free others to share and live their
countered by such a strong and steady stream of love
own stories as authen cally as possible.
and support that I couldn’t help but feel joy at the
direc on we were moving. Through this me, faithful
When I began working for Community of Christ based disciples reminded me of the nature of God and the
out of Des Moines, Iowa in late 2008, I felt like I had type of faith community I call home.
Con nued on page 6
no one to share my story with. I was deeply ashamed
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A er the USA Na onal Conference made oﬃcial what
I had known for some me – that we are a church
that seeks to expand jus ce and uphold the worth of
all – there were s ll bumps in the road.
Congrega ons in our Mission Center that considered
closing. Members who le . Friends publically
lamen ng the shi . And the dreaded ques on of how
people would actually respond when a now-Mission
Center oﬃcer came out as gay. Our en re staﬀ, my
apostle, and close friends all assured me that they
were behind me 100%, and that it was my decision
whether to come out and how to handle it moving
forward. So on June 2, I took the leap.

chapters just wai ng to be wri en through you and
me, if we will dare to live our stories out loud.
Everyone deserves the right to declare, “This is who I
am, and I am known and loved by the God who made
me!” May we be a church that celebrates each of
these stories!

GALA Survey
by Jerry M. Dale, At Large Board Member

Hey, did you get your GALA news blast? Did you see
the link to the survey? If you didn't that's okay, you
can s ll par cipate. Go to: h ps://
I wish I could say that everyone was thrilled – they
www.surveymonkey.com/s/BP6NXZX to par cipate
weren’t. I wish I could say that I was welcomed with (sorry for the weird web address). The Survey will
open arms in every congrega on – I’m s ll not. I wish close on May 15th, but don't wait...do it....everyone
I could say that I just had to say it once and could
else is.
move on – but as we all know, sharing our story is a
never-ending rhythm, constantly claiming and reGALA is asking for your input regarding a change to
claiming and working up the nerve and hearing
our Mission and Vision statements and what we can
yourself say the words that no longer come from fear, do make GALA more relevant to you. We have 15
but celebra on: I’m gay! But what I CAN say is that
responses to date and we would appreciate hearing
this incredible community con nues to amaze and
your thoughts. Once the survey closes the results will
inspire me and love me and see me first and foremost be analyzed and then shared in our next newsle er.
as an awesome child of God.
The GALA board is here to serve you. We look
Having the visibility of my posi on has its pros and
forward to reading your responses and pu ng your
cons. I’ve been able to help others ar culate their
sugges ons into ac on.
stories of sexuality and faith, and have also been the
one people whisper about. I’ve been able to assure
those driven from other denomina ons that there is a
church that will welcome them with complete love,
Smile and the World Smiles With You!
and hurt as I see congrega ons torn apart by diﬀerent
Changes at Amazon.com
understandings. We s ll have a long way to go, and
by Clyde Phillips‐Frey
the journey will demand much grace and sensi vity.
But I firmly believe that God’s story of love to and in Once upon a me…all one needed to do was click on
Con nued on page 7.
the world is yet unfolding and has amazing new
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a link on the GALA website home page which took
them to Amazon.com and a percentage of all
purchases made while there were directed to GALA.
Times and seasons change and Amazon made some
changes to their charitable dona ons program. The
most significant change is that those that want to
share a percentage of their purchase with GALA must
now make the specific designa on on the website
through smile.amazon.com.
It is an easy process and once signed up, each me
one signs onto Amazon.com one will be asked if one
wants to go to smile.amazon.com to place their
order; that link keeps one with Amazon.com, but now
provides support to GALA. The charitable dona on
will automa cally be credited to GALA.
It only takes a few moments, the purchases cost the
same, GALA receives a charitable donaƟon that
helps support our budget each year…and everyone
WINS!
The best part is everyone that buys from
Amazon.com may designate GALA Gay and Lesbian
Acceptance, Inc. as their charity of choice whether
they are members, supporters, or just heard about
GALA.

Welcoming Community Network (WCN) Corner
by Jerry M. Dale, Jr., Vice President, WCN
Welcome to the new sec on of the GALA
newsle er...the WCN Corner. At the last GALA
retreat in Arizona I used some of the materials
available through WCN to teach a class about Gender
Iden ty. Educa on is an important aspect of WCN,
just like sharing our stories is founda onal to
GALA. I'll be teaching another class at the Michigan
retreat and look forward to growing with you.
Our mission: Welcoming Community Network (WCN)
is an interna onal grassroots organiza on that
exists to enable full par cipa on of persons of all
sexual orienta ons and gender iden es in the life
and ministry of Community of Christ both in policy
and prac ce. Our website is h p://
welcomingcommunitynetwork.org.
WCN is part of a much larger ecumenical welcoming
movement. Community of Christ is not the only
church growing in acceptance of LGBTQ
individuals. Isn't it nice to know that we are not
alone? One of the great resources available to us is
The Ins tute of Welcoming Resources
(www.welcomingresources.org). Take a few minutes
and read about what's going on outside of
Community of Christ.

ACTION ITEM: go to the Amazon.com website today
and sign up at smile.amazon.com to have GALA Gay
I serve as the liaison between GALA and WCN which
and Lesbian Acceptance Inc. as your charity of choice,
means providing a clear line of communica on
then post it on your Facebook and other social media
between the two organiza ons. GALA gave birth to
accounts and encourage your friends to do the same.
WCN. As the two organiza ons con nue to mature
we are finding ways to come together to support
Thank you for your con nued
each other's mission more fully. At the GALA board
support of GALA!
retreat in January 2015 there was a great discussion

Con nued on page 8
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the retreat this year, as that is always our goal. Also,
to date for 2015, we have received 42 paid
about how GALA and WCN can work together to build memberships, which is already significantly greater
a strong founda on for LGBTQ and Ally Community of than the 29 paid memberships recorded for all of
Christ members.
2014. Thank you for the opportunity to be your
treasurer, and please feel free to contact me with any
Each newsle er there will be a WCN focused
ques ons!
ar cle. Up next will be Meredith Bischoﬀ, President
of WCN, to share some thoughts with you.
May God's peace be with you on your journey.

Florida GALA Retreat March 2015
by Cindy Campbell

Twenty-three LGTBQ and allies joined together to
GALA Financial Report
celebrate a “first” at the 4th annual Florida GALA
by Lisa Myer, Treasurer Retreat at Deerhaven Campground. Our theme was
“Love Wins” and we demonstrated the truth of this
GALA finances are looking good! So far this year, we by having a beau ful wedding Saturday evening! Ken
have brought in income of $2,429, mostly from
and Cindy Campbell performed the ceremony for Clay
memberships, dona ons, and royal es from the
Birks and Carl Moser, a same-sex couple from
book. Our expenses have generally fallen in line with Jacksonville, FL who have been together for 35 years.
the 2015 approved budget. The only line item that is “Florida Wins!” we said, as Florida approved sameoverspent at the current me is the GALA Board
sex marriages in January of this year. Carl and Clay
Retreat, due to assistance provided for board
win too! And so do we, their friends and family and
members to be able to a end. That line item is
churches. Several people new to the campground
overspent by 22%, or approximately $230. However, joined us for the weekend, and a wonderful me was
we also have $580 of recorded in-kind dona on by
experienced by all.
board members in their travel costs for a ending the
GALA retreat—and there was more that has not been
recorded to date.
At this point of the year, where we would aim to be
at 25% of budgeted income and expenses, we are
actually at 19% of income expected and 15% of
expenses expected, leaving the organiza on with a
posi ve cash flow of $545 for the year to date. Our
total amount of cash on hand in the checking account
is $16,352. Keep in mind, our biggest me of income/
expenses is August/September, around the me of
the annual retreat. Hopefully, we will break even on
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Hand in Hand –
We Are One
GALA RETREAT 2015
REGISTRATION FORM
September 4-7, 2015
Blue Water Campgrounds,
3995 Lakeshore Road, Lexington MI 48450

Tony and Charmaine Chvala-Smith, Guest Ministry
Please complete this form and return it by August 1 so that we may adequately plan for food requirements.

Name______________________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________
City______________________________State_____________Zip______________
Phone (_____)__________________E-mail________________________________
Special Dietary Needs__________________________________________________
Medical/Special Needs_________________________________________________
Roommate Preference_________________________________________________
Fees
Reserve and PAY by August 1 = $150 per person
Reserve and PAY after August 1 - $175 per person
Children five years of age and under are at no additional charge
Make checks payable to GALA and indicate on memo line: GALA Retreat.
Mail completed registration form and payment to
GALA
PO Box 146
Lapeer MI 48446
Everyone is invited to bring an item or two for the silent auction! The more diverse the donated items, the more
interesting the bidding! Please plan to pay for auction items separately.
If you wish to dress for the banquet, the theme will be "Blue - Under the Sea."
Please take note of the following for Blue Water Campgrounds:
• The lodge has rooms with varying numbers of bunk beds. If stairs are an issue, please indicate in special needs
section of registration.
• Please bring bedding, towels, and bathroom supplies. Community bathroom facilities are located in the lodge.
• There are rustic cabins, RV lot with hook-ups, and a tent camping area. This area also has modern restroom facilities with showers within walking distance.
• Campers are responsible for transportation to and from the campgrounds. The closest airports are Flint MI
(FNT) and Detroit MI (DTW).
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P.O. Box 146
Lapeer, MI 48446

PAID
MAIL WORKS

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Join, or Renew
Your
Membership
Today

2015 GALA Membership
Name(s):__________________________________
E‐mail:___________________________________
_____ YES; send me the newsle er by e‐mail
Address:_____________________________________________
City,State,Zip:_________________________________________
Phone:_______________________________________________

Membership Level (U.S. dollars):
_____ Individual($25)

_____ Family($40)

_____ Limited Income($10)
I would like to make an addi onal contribu on to advance
GALA’s outreach and educa onal goals:
_____$50 _____$100 _____$200 or $_______________

Contribu ons to GALA are tax deduc ble.
Please return to:
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P.O. Box 146
Lapeer, MI 48446
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